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CABINET WASTE AND RECYCLING GROUP 

 

 
Monday, 10th June, 2019 

 
Present:  Councillor Paul Cox (in the Chair), Councillors Michael Miller 

 

Apologies Stephen Button and Joyce Plummer 

  

 
22 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Button and Plummer. 
 
There were no substitutes for absence. 
 

23 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

24 Minutes of the Last Meeting held on 4th October 2018 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting held on 4th October 2018 were submitted for approval.   
 
Councillor Miller requested that an amendment be made to the minute relating to ‘New 
Recycling Service Update’ to accurately reflect his concern with regards to the licensing of 
Rishton Recycling Company.  He reported that he had been informed by the Environment 
Agency that this Company did not hold a relevant licence to process co-mingled material.  
He expressed concern that the Council had failed to ensure that relevant permits were in 
place before procuring the services of Rishton Recycling Company.  He referred to the 
importance of ensuring that the Council had an understanding of what permits were legally 
required and if these requirements were met before procuring services.       
 
The Deputy Head of Environmental Services reported that the Council were currently 
working with the Environment Agency on this issue and that no enforcement action had 
been required.     
 
The Chair thanked Councillor Miller for the issues he had raised and indicated that 
processes were being put in place to ensure a more robust system for procuring waste 
services. 
 
Agreed - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record subject to an amendment to item 18 – New 
Recycling Service Update for the following to be 
included in the minute – ‘Councillor Miller expressed 
concern in relation to some recycling processes carried 
out by Rishton Recycling Company. 

 
 

25 Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising. 
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26 New Recycling Service Update 
 
The Deputy Head of Environmental Services reported on the implementation of the new 
recycling service and its successful delivery.   
 
Councillor Miller requested that confirmation was sought on whether mixed plastics could 
still be recycled and if the appropriate licences and permits were held by Rishton Recycling 
Ltd.  He referred to the Council’s responsibility in respect of exporting waste materials.   
 
The Chair referred to the problem of some local authorities meeting targets for green waste 
recycling and that this had been raised at the Lancashire Waste Partnership.  He explained 
the difficulties of improving rates for recycling due to many properties in Hyndburn being 
terraced with no gardens.  Members discussed the difficulty for Hyndburn to compete with 
the likes of the Ribble Valley and Councillor Miller suggested that rates should be recorded 
as a ratio to reflect the differing environments of local authorities.   
 
Agreed - That the Working Group be updated on the licences and 

permits held by Rishton Recycling Ltd. at the next 
meeting of the Cabinet Waste and Recycling Group.  

 
 

27 Recycling Collections 
 
The Deputy Head of Environmental Services reported on a slight increase in domestic 
recycling tonnage on the previous financial year but pointed out that there had been a 50% 
reduction in garden waste since the introduction of charges.  However, he reported that 
there had been fewer incidents in relation to recycling waste collections since the 
introduction of the new bins rather than bags. 
 
Councillor Miller expressed concern about the deposit return system (DRS) and whether 
the system would work financially with supermarkets and take-aways and referred to the 
current environmental strategies not being robust enough to cope with issues such as a 
reduction in waste collection.    
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

28 Recycling Material Value 
 
The Chair reported on the recycling material values and the difficulties in making any profit.   
He explained that the price for paper and cardboard had decreased significantly from 2017 
to 2018 and pointed out that there would have to be an increase in price before any 
resulting profit share with Lancashire County Council.   
 
Councillor Miller referred to the financial constraints being felt in the market and the 
difficulties of making any profit. 
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

29 Garden Waste Subscription Service 
 
The Chair reported on the continuation of garden waste subscriptions at a cost of £30 per 
bin per annum and that these were available to be purchased from 1st June 2019. 
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
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30 Household Waste Recycling Centre (Whinney Hill) 

 
The Deputy Head of Environmental Services reported on a review of the Household Waste 
Recycling Centre by Lancashire County Council and changes to opening hours.  He 
reported that Whinney Hill would remain open seven days per week.   
 
Councillor Miller agreed that commercial users should be charged for waste disposal but 
suggested that putting charges in place, in general, could stop people from using the 
Centres.  He also referred to the recycling contribution made by charities and the cost 
benefit of this. 
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

31 Enforcement 
 
The Deputy Head of Environmental Services referred to strategies put in place to prevent 
littering.  He referred to the employment of Kingdom Services Group and outlined the 
number of fixed penalty notices issues.  He indicated that there had been a noticeable 
reduction in street litter within Accrington Town Centre.  He explained that this service 
would be replicated across other townships in the borough.   
 
Councillor Miller agreed with the strategy implemented.  The Chair reported that parks 
would also be included in enforcement against litter.   
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

32 Commercial Collections 
 
The Deputy Head of Environmental Services reported that the number of commercial 
collections was at its capacity. 
 
Councillor Miller reported that the bins on Thorneyholme Road were overflowing and 
requested that this be looked into.  He also suggested that consideration was given to a 
separate food waste collection.  The Deputy Head of Environmental Services referred to the 
problems of adopting strategies that dealt with alternative waste collection bodies.   
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
  
 

33 Time and Date of Next Meeting 
 
That the next meeting of the Cabinet Waste & Recycling Panel be held at a time and date in 
approximately 4 months’ time and that Panel Members be informed of this date. 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 
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